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Electronic Data Interchange (EDI)
[bookmark: _Hlk54152530]Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) is a data transmission technique between various computer systems. It is the HIPAA designated standard way of interchanging data for the patients. The Electronic Data Interchange eliminates the requirement to print, store, fire, retrieve, and post paper documents effectively and be termed as a cost-effective technique in the healthcare provider's office (Akhlaq, et al 2016). Its future objectives are finally to eliminate paper and manual records, which will consequently have every practitioner perform with similar systems so that all the information belonging to the patient is read and processed with ease. This, in turn, will assist in the provision of efficient, quality, quicker, and better health care to the patients. 
The Electronic Data interchange use facilitates the electronic healthcare transactions by reducing entry and processing of data manually, improving the quality of data, improving the information accuracy, eliminating the contrasting codes and forms, and increasing the cash flow. It also enhances saving on costs such as for labor, postage, and even papers and improves the reliability, usefulness, and accuracy of the information being shared, and improving the patient's services.
How HIPAA has changed healthcare info transmitted in EDI
The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA), enacted in 1996, has influenced healthcare data transmission in the Electronic Data Interchange in various dimensions. A critical characteristic of HIPAA is the electronic healthcare transactions national standards that require to be met. The standards are to enhance healthcare systems' efficiency improvement in the United States. Doing so will assist in the widespread application of the Electronic Data Information system in the United States. Standards for EDI and code make HIPAA's transaction standards establish a healthcare clearinghouses special duties services provision and electronic information translation that is not absent in HIPAA dictated formats (Akhlaq, et al. 2016). The National Information Services has given customers the transaction serves as a section of the electronic demands service. Electronic claims transmissions evaluation and stringent testing led to certification entirely that all protocols and transaction claims were compliant with the code set requirements and the transaction claims required by HIPAA. The code sets are approved medical principles by the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability.
Relationship between EHR, reimbursement, HIPAA, and EDI transactions
[bookmark: _Hlk54152475]For Electronic Data Interchange, several relationships exist between the EHR, HIPAA, reimbursements, and transactions of the Electronic Data Interchange.  EDI transactions involve the claims transactions. Electronic health Records incorporates an electronic version for the chart of the patient (Reza, et al 2020). They are responsible for making the information instantly available to authorized users, such as nurses and doctors. On the other hand, reimbursement is a technique for payment for hospital costs or medical treatment usually performed by a third party.
When an individual visits a healthcare practitioner, all the patient's information is available in the database. What appears on the screen of the computer is the Electronic Health of the patient. The information has everything, including why the patient had visited the health practitioner and any taken prescriptions. Additionally, it might also incorporate any radiology reports that the patient might have required in the past. Due to HIPAA, these records and information are secure and safe from getting to the hands of unintended and unauthorized individuals. HIPAA and the Electronic Health Records' relationship is that HIPAA enhances the patient's health records and information security and safety by ensuring it does not land to unsafe and unauthorized individuals. Additionally, due to HIPAA, Electronic Data interchange transactions are possible and efficiently performed (Reza, et al 2020). This implies that HIPAA enhances electronic Data Interchange transactions. Specifically, the Electronic Data Interchange claims transactions. 
Assume a patient receives a mail from the insurance provider containing a list of items required to pay for or what has been paid for by the insurance. While the patient goes through the bill, he comes across an item or several that were supposed to be catered for by the insurance. In this case, the Electronic Data Interchange claim transactions chips in. conversely, the patient will contact the insurance provider and have them file an electronic claim submission. Due to the filling of the patient's claim in this manner, if the insurance provider concurs that they indeed opted to have catered for the service, then the patient is reimbursed for the service (Yoon, et al 2020).
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